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Court Defeat: DA WILL NOT SEEK U.S. SUPREME COURT REVIEW

Courthouse News Service, 12/4/18, and NYLJ, 12/5/18

A week after the Court of Appeals found in People v Suazo (11/27/18) that the risk of
deportation entitles noncitizens to jury trials on misdemeanor charges, the Bronx DA
changed her tune about seeking U.S. Supreme Court review. Darcel Clark said the State
Legislature should amend the state law. At the heart of the problem are outdated laws from
the 1970s allowing bench trials in NYC for misdemeanors carrying less than six months’
incarceration. “The risk of deportation is a harsh reality for many Bronx residents,” Clark
said in the statement, adding that “the criminal courts of New York State are not in the best
position to forecast the outcome of a deportation case.” An OCA spokesperson said that
the consequences of the decision are being reviewed, and noted that last year in NYC, there
were 159,000 misdemeanor filings in Criminal Court; and 470 of the 645 misdemeanor
trials held were bench trials.



